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Important Dates to Remember: 
 

Apr 1 School Re-Opens from Spring Break 

Apr 2 Racing with Autism Presentation 

Apr 12 PAC Toonie Treat Day 

Apr 12 North End Math Celebration @ Richardson 

Apr 15 Hot Lunch - Pita Pit (orders due Wed., April 10) 

Apr 18 Class and Panorama Photos 

Apr 18 Chalmers Family Movie Night featuring 'Mary 
Poppins Returns' in the Chalmers gym – 6pm 

Apr 19 Good Friday – Statutory Holiday 

Apr 22 Easter Monday – Statutory Holiday 

Apr 22 Earth Day 

Apr 22 
To 

Apr 28 

 
Earth Week!! 

Apr 25 PAC meeting in the Chalmers library – 6:30pm 

Apr 25 Career Fair – Sungod Recreation Centre 

Apr 30 Starting with Stories 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Dear Parents: 
 
Welcome Back! We hope everyone had a relaxing 
and enjoyable Spring Break. We are all set for an 
exciting and busy final term of the school year. 
Activities such as Ready… Set… Learn, Starting 
with Stories, the Regional and District Track 
Meets, Chalmers Family Fun Night, Chalmers 
Challenge (Sports Day), Grade 7 Farewell 
Activities, and many other school events will 
prove to be memorable learning experiences for 
our students. So, buckle up everyone, the final 
term is sure to be a fun ride! 
 
One of the main tasks that we focus on at this 
time of year is to begin planning for the next 
school year, both in terms of school enrolment 
and staffing. To help plan properly, we would ask 
that families inform the school as early as 
possible if your child will not be returning to 
Chalmers in September, 2019. It is important that 
our enrolment numbers be as accurate as 
possible at each grade level so that staffing can 
meet the needs of our school population and so 
we can have the smoothest possible school 
opening in September. If you will be leaving our 
community, notification of your plans in writing 
would be appreciated. Also, if you have 
neighbours moving into the area, encourage 
them to register as soon as possible to ensure 
attendance at Chalmers for September. 
 
 
Mr. J. McCallum Ms. T. Doukas 
Principal Vice Principal 
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“Light It Up Blue” Autism Awareness Assembly: 

 
April 2nd was World Autism Awareness Day. On this U.N.-sanctioned 
day, thousands of landmarks, homes and businesses in more than 
150 countries light up blue in recognition of people living with 
autism. At Chalmers, we ackowledged the day with an assembly 
and were joined by Austin Riley, his father Jason and his cousin 
Shane.  They shared with us their Racing With Autism presentation.  
During the assembly we heard Austin’s inspiring story about 

overcoming adversity; the 19-year-old from Uxbridge, Ontario, was diagnosed on the high-functioning 
end of the autism spectrum, but found his calling on the racetrack. As a decorated karting driver, he is 
now advancing his racing career as a driver in the Nissan Micra Cup spec series.  Austin’s story was an 
excellent example of perseverance, hard work and goal-setting.  It was also an excellent example of 
never letting anything hold you back from achieving your dreams.  After the assembly, students were 
able to see Austin’s race car and get an autographed card from him.  It really was an inspirational day! 
 

 
Starting with Stories: 

 
Kindergarten is a very fun and exciting year. It can also seem scary for some children as it’s a new place 
with new adults and new friends. 
 
In late April and May, we will have 3 free events called Starting with Stories that 
you are invited to. You and your child come to Chalmers during the afternoon 
for an hour. Parents will head to an informational session hosted by 
professionals in our district. The children will spend time in one of the 
Kindergarten classrooms exploring, playing and listening to a story. This gives 
your child exposure to our school and new friends in smaller amounts of time so they will be 
comfortable in a familiar setting in September. 
 
You are welcome to come to as many events that work for you and your family. Your child will come 
home with a different book that they get to keep at each event they attend. 
 
Starting with Stories sessions are from 1:30-2:30pm on the following dates: 
 
Tuesday, April 30th 
Tuesday, May 7th 
Tuesday, May 14th 
 
Hope to see you there! 
 

 
Class Photos: 

Mountain West Photography returns to Chalmers on Thursday, April 18th for class and 
team photos. All families will receive a complimentary copy of their child’s class photo 
to add to your family’s album. Mark this date on your calendar. 
 
 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3layRmIXhAhVJsp4KHWZDDrUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.coopersiegelcommunitylibrary.org/event/toddler-storytime-2018-11-29/2019-02-21/&psig=AOvVaw0mXLk8iZosEIL0E2uCn2F5&ust=1552775009777632


 
Track and Field: 

 
Track and field season will soon be underway. As in previous years, all 
intermediate students will have the opportunity to practice all the events they are 
able to participate in. Beginning April 8th, students will participate in three weeks 
of track and field stations during instructional time. Teaching staff will then pick 
students for various track and field teams. The students selected for track and 
field teams will then have one week of extracurricular track practices together 
before the Regional Track Meet. 

 
The Regional Track Meet will be held on Wednesday, May 8th at North Delta Secondary School. The 
alternate date (in case of heavy rain) is Friday, May 10th. Only those students participating in an event 
attend the track meet. Other students are not to attend the track meet under any circumstances (e.g. 
as a spectator, to accompany a sibling, etc.) 
 
To be chosen to represent Chalmers, students must demonstrate: 

 Excellent attendance at practices 

 Overall positive attitude and responsible behavior 

 Good ability in the track event 
 

Top finishers at the Regional Track Meet may be eligible for the District Track Meet (May 16th at South 
Delta Secondary School). The District Track Meet will be held rain or shine. 
 

Please encourage your intermediate aged child to get involved! The opportunity to represent Chalmers 
Elementary is always a lot of fun, and while we can’t always send everyone to the actual track meet, we 

do our best to involve as many of our students as possible. 

 
Earth Week Activities: 

 
This year, Earth Day takes place on Monday, April 22nd. It is anticipated that nearly six million Canadians 
will join close to one billion people from over 170 countries in staged events and projects to address 
local environmental issues. It is expected that nearly every school-aged child in 
Canada will participate in an Earth Day activity. 
 
At Chalmers, we are doing our part to raise awareness of environmental issues 
and reduce our carbon footprint. In celebration of Earth Day, the staff at 
Chalmers have decided to have an “Earth Week”. Each day during “Earth Week” 
we will have an activity take place with an environmental focus. These activities 
include: 
 

 Monday, April 15th Lights Out Lunch (Runs for the Week) 

 Tuesday, April 16th Dress in Earth Day Colours (Green, Blue, Brown) 

 Wednesday, April 17th Litterless Lunch Day 

 Thursday, April 18th Power Down Thursday 
 
 
 
 



 
Litterless Lunch Ideas: 

 
Did you know that the average school-aged child who consumes a conventional disposable lunch 
generates a total of 67 lbs of waste per year! 
 
While it easy to say, “let’s have a litterless lunch”, how can this be accomplished in a “low impact” way? 
Here are some suggestions: 

 Use a reusable bag or container (not a single use plastic bag or disposable container) 

 Pack food in reusable containers (no plastic wrap, foil, plastic bags, or pre-packaged foods) 

 Pack beverages in reusable containers like a refillable water bottle or thermos (recyclable 
containers are acceptable but discouraged) 

 Organic waste (apple cores, banana peels, etc.) should be taken home for composting 

 Cloth napkins and non-disposable cutlery can be packed if necessary 
 

 
 

 
School-Wide Medical Alert: 

 
Several of our students have life-threatening allergies to eggs, peanuts, nuts 
(cashews, almonds, walnuts, pistachios, Brazil nuts, pecans, macadamias), and 
sesame seeds. Exposure to even tiny amounts of egg or nut particles – residue on 
a desk, a book, a door handle, a computer keyboard or a drinking fountain – may 
be enough to trigger a reaction. Please help us create a safe environment for 
them by keeping foods containing eggs, nuts, peanuts, and sesame seeds at 
home. Please do your part to ensure our school environment is a safe one for all 
our students. We thank you for your support with this matter. 

 

 
Scent Sensitivity: 

 
At Chalmers, we have staff who suffer from respiratory difficulties that are made 
worse by scented products. We ask that students, parents, and staff do what they can 
to avoid using scented aftershave, hair spray, cologne or other scented personal care 
products. 
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Lost and Found: 

 
This is just a reminder that students and parents have until the last Friday at 
2:45pm of every school month to claim lost and found clothing items. Clothing 
items not claimed after 2:45pm on the last Friday of every school month will be 
donated to charity. 
 

 
Student Learning Surveys: 

 
During the month of April, students in grades 4 and 7 will have the opportunity to provide feedback 
about their educational experience by completing a Student Learning Survey at school. Parents may also 
provide their feedback by accessing the survey from this website:  
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm. Surveys can be completed by parents with children in 
Grades 4, 7, 10, and 12 only.  A parent may complete a survey for each child they have in these grades.  
The survey is available in English, French, and 16 other languages and should be completed by  
Friday, April 30. 
 
Summer STEM Camp 

UBC has opened up a North Delta location to offer STEM, robotics, and coding camps all 
summer long, for elementary students. Such camps have previously been offered in 
locations that have working parents shuttling their kids to Vancouver or South Surrey. The 
new location, Trinity Lutheran Church, at 11040 River Rd, Delta, BC V4C 2S2, is partnering 
with UBC Geering Up by renting space at a more affordable rate for local families. Camps 
will run the entire summer, staffed by SFU and UBC students in engineering and science and bursaries 
are available for families who need financial support. 
 

Website: www.geeringup.apsc.ubc.ca/camps/delta-steam-camps/ 
 

 
News from the PAC: 

- Submitted by PAC Chair Ranita Kajla 

 

Happy Spring to our Chalmers families!! Mark your calendars for the exciting events Chalmers 
PAC has organized for our kids this month: 
 
Friday, April 12 Toonie Treat day featuring Krispy Kreme donuts 

Monday, April 15 Pita Pit hot lunch (orders due Wednesday, April 10) -- 
 place your orders on www.munchalunch.com 

Thursday, April 18 Chalmers Family Movie Night featuring 'Mary Poppins 
 Returns' in the Chalmers gym – 6pm (doors open at 5:30pm) 

Thursday, April 25 PAC meeting in the Chalmers library – 6:30pm 
 
Don't forget! When you're shopping at M&M Meat Shop and Cobs Bread (North Delta 
locations), mention that your child attends Chalmers Elementary and these companies will 
make a donation to your Chalmers PAC! 
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